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Report to Health and Wellbeing Board

Health Protection Report

Recommendation: That the Board note the contents of this report

Introduction

This health protection report to the Health and Wellbeing Board provides an overview of the
health protection status of the population of Shropshire. It provides an overview of the status of
communicable, waterborne, foodborne disease

Part one is an overview of health protection data and a summary of new risks, part two is an
overview of new health protection developments relevant to the system.

Immunisation Cover Shropshire

The Health Protection Assurance Board has not met in this quarter. Immunisation cover will be
reported next HWB meeting.

Screening uptake Shropshire

The Health Protection Assurance Board has not metin this quarter. Screening uptake will be
reported next HWB meeting.

Communicable disease

Flu- low and not beyond expected levels, we expect to see increasing numbers of cases as we
move into autumn/winter.

Covid- recorded cases are decreasing in Shropshire. Outbreaks are still occurring in care homes
and are being risk managed. The numbers of outbreaks have decreased in the last two weeks,
but this has positively affected the number of beds available in system. Asymptomatic testing is
paused from August 31%t, 2022.

Covid variants of interest continue to emerge, the situation is being monitored by WHO and
includes UK partners.

Tuberculosis - A cross ICS TB meeting is planned in September 2022 to co-ordinate the
response to TB locally across the ICS.

Monkeypox (MPX) - Currently the pathway for Monkeypox testing is via MPFT Sexual Health
services, the tests are undertaken in Stafford. A triage call is made to all patients before they
travel to Staffordshire to prevent unnecessary travel for residents.

Pre-exposure vaccination pathways are in place and currently being offered to eligible groups
through clinics in T&W.

Foodborne and waterborne disease

Campylobacter- numbers remain largest reported foodborne bacteria. The number of cases has
increased in Q2. This is expected and is normal.

Other foodborne and waterborne- case numbers remain low, with the exception of Salmonella.
Salmonella cases have risen in the second quarter compared to 2020/21. Numbers of cases
remain low.



Health Protection Developments

In July 2022 the draft Shropshire, Telford and Wrekin Health Protection Strategy 2022 — 2025
was circulated to Health Protection Assurance Board members, and to stakeholders. Comments
were required by 3 September 2022. The next stage is to analyse the comments, make edits to
the strategy and send the final version to the Health Protection Assurance Board for sign off.
Implementation will be cross ICB.

In partnership and in response to learning from emergence of Monkeypox. A decision has been
made to propose a cross ICB rapid response infectious disease team. It is proposed that the
team meetonce a year and is stood up in response to emergent diseases in the system, as and
when necessary.



